Posterior cortical atrophy: a rare form of dementia with in vivo evidence of amyloid-beta accumulation.
Posterior cortical atrophy (PCA) is a rare form of degenerative dementia, which is characterized by progressive atrophy of occipital and parietal cortical areas. It usually manifests as increasing difficulties of visuoperceptive abilities. Later on, memory and other cognitive functions are involved. Various pathologies have been associated with clinical PCA presentation, but most of the patients with autopsy have had Alzheimer-type pathology. Thus, PCA has been considered to be a rare form of Alzheimer-type dementia with unusual pathological distribution. Here we describe a patient who had a typical clinical course for this syndrome and who showed a positive accumulation of amyloid-beta in posterior areas studied with positron emission tomography.